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Weekly Programs

Dec. 11: Jennifer Gross, UC 
Davis women's basketball coach

Dec. 18: Holiday Party

Dec. 25: No meeting, 
Christmas Day

Jan. 1: No meeting, 
New Year's Day

Jan. 8: Devayani Varma, 
Bharatanatyam dancer

Jan. 15: No meeting, Martin 
Luther King Day

Jan. 22: Science-fiction author 
Kim Stanley Robinson

Meals on Wheels

Coordinator: Dave Scheiber
12/14: Paul Lacoste and David 
Macko
12/15: Anand Mamidi and Patti 
McReynolds

Coordinator: Nicole Davis
12/21: Jennifer Nitzkowski and 
Mike Peterson
12/22: Greg Phister and Les 
Portello

Coordinator: Paul Hart
12/28: Kay Resler and Mike 
Robinson
12/29: Bill Roe and Rich Rose

Coordinator: Don Kessler
1.4: Dave Scheiber and Wayne 
Schrader
1/5: Sharon Shoemaker and 
John Siemens

Upcoming Events

Jan. 27: Rotary Big Night 
fundraiser for the club's Child 
Abuse Prevention Program

Agrotarian Contact

To  contact  Agrotarian  editors 
email: Agrotarian@gmail.com

————
Thank you to The Printer 
for donating its services to 

print our Agrotarian!

Program:
Dr. Richard Godfrey on “Bees and 
Rotary: What's the Connection?”

Dr. Richard Godfrey is an associate clinical professor 
at UC San Francisco and the East Bay Surgical 
Residency Program. A graduate of UC Berkeley 
(B.A.) and Louisiana State University (M.D.), he is a 
member of the Niles Rotary Club of Fremont.

Godfrey spent part of the 1960s in the Peace Corps in 
Nepal (he remembers getting some agricultural 
training here at UC Davis). He was bitten by the 
service bug then and has visited Africa several times, 
where he got to know Maasai honey hunters and 
learned about the African honeybees. Godfrey now 
raises bees in his back yard.

Bees are society's “canary in the coal mine.” They 
play such an integral role in crop pollination that 
society is paying serious attention to bees' health. 
Colony collapse disorder is still quite a problem, but 
the trend may be reversing, Godfrey said.

What's causing colony collapse? The verrod mite is 
one culprit (it burrows onto a bee's back and weakens 
the insect), along with fungus, viruses, bee 
malnutrition and pesticides.

Godfrey also showed a map of the spread of 
Africanized bees. They have their origin in Africa, of 
course, then were introduced into Brazil and slowly 
have made their way north through Central America 
and now into the southern portions of the United 
States. These bees can't tolerate cold well, so they may 
not move too far north.

He quoted Karl Von Frisch: “The bee's life is like a 
magic well: the more you draw from it, the more it 
fills with water.”

It's not all about the bees, however. While in Kenya, 
Godfrey met Mama Sarah Obama — former President 
Barack Obama's grandmother. Now 94 years old, she 
and two other Kenyan women are the subjects of 
Godfrey's new book, “African Queen.”

And tThe Niles Rotary Club recently sent $160,000 
worth of medical goods and equipment to the 
Matibabu Hospital for Women and Children. 

New member proposed
The following person has been proposed as a new 
club member:
Prospect: Sasha Collins
Classification: Legal services
Proposer: Roger Gambatese
In accordance with the bylaws, “A seven-day period 
shall be allowed during which any member objecting 
to the election of the applicant(s) shall notify the 
Board of Directors, in writing, stating the reason for 
his/her objections.” After the expiration of the seven 
days, the Board shall then proceed to ballot and, if not 
to exceed one negative vote is cast, the proposed 
member shall be considered duly elected. The 
applicant and the proposer shall then be notified by 
the Secretary of the applicant's acceptance or 
rejection.

News & Notes 
Monday, Dec. 4, 2017

Guests: Sasha Collins, a lawyer in Sacramento 
living in Davis, Jerry Adler's daughter 
(visiting from Edmond, Okla.) and former 
Davis Rotarian Frank Pinkner

President Jonathan clarified our Rotary 
holiday giving plan. There are four options to 
support the Yolo Crisis Nursery. Visit any of 
these three sites to select from the nursery's 
wish lists:

 Mother & Baby Source, 714 Second 
St.;

 amazon.com > Registry > 
BabyRegistry > ”Yolo Crisis 
Nursery”; or 

 target.com > Registries & Lists > first 
name “Yolo Crisis,” Last name 
“Nursery”

OR, bring an unwrapped toy to our Holiday 
Party on Dec. 18.

President Jonathan inducted our newest 
member, John Vaughn, a retired civil engineer 
from Seattle. John thanked everyone for the 
warm welcome he has received.

Don Fish reminded Rotarians to bring a bottle 
of wine worth $20 or more — or a check for 
$20 or more to purchase a bottle — to make up 
Rotary's Instant Wine Cellar for auction at our 
Big Night fundraiser.

J.D. Denton won the draw of the day, with 
$1,338 in the kitty and 17 cards remaining. J.D. 
pulled the ace of clubs, so the game goes on!

Sergeant Bruce Hartsough recognized:

* Paul Hart: Did he see Nicole Biggart of UC 
Davis at Burning Man?

* Paul Hart, who commented on China cutting 
back its imports of paper and plastic waste from 
the United States. The impact on Davis is 
negligible, however, because our waste paper is 
so clean (and can be sold elsewhere). Why? 
Davis people pay attention to the two-sided 
recycling carts.

* Wayne Schrader, a “long-suffering” Aggie 
basketball fan who isn't suffering anymore 
because both the men's and women's teams are 
so good this year. Go, Ags!

* Debbie Davis, for her husband Bruce 
Gallaudet's announcement in his Davis 
Enterprise column that he is retiring. Debbie 
she's joining him as a retiree as well, with the 
pair leaving the newspaper on March 2.
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